
ONE PAGE SUMMARY

IT & Software › Ethical Hacking › Exploitation

Introduction to Exploitation
Master the Art of Exploitation in Ethical Hacking

DEFINITION

Exploitation is the process of taking advantage of vulnerabilities in systems or applications. It allows ethical hackers to
demonstrate potential security risks.

KEY CONCEPTS

Vulnerabilities

Weaknesses in software or systems that can be exploited by
attackers.

Payloads

Code or commands sent to a target system during an exploit to
achieve a specific outcome.

Exploitation Techniques

Methods used to exploit vulnerabilities, such as buffer overflows
or SQL injection.

Post-Exploitation

Actions taken after gaining access to a system, such as data
extraction or privilege escalation.

Ethical Considerations

The importance of obtaining permission and acting responsibly
when testing systems.

EXAMPLES

→ Using SQL injection to access a
database.
→ Executing a buffer overflow to gain
shell access.
→ Leveraging misconfigured permissions
to escalate privileges.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'VPE' for Vulnerabilities,
Payloads, and Exploitation Techniques.
★ Use 'PEEP' for Post-Exploitation Ethical
Practices.
★ Visualize a lock being picked to recall
exploitation.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Neglecting to obtain permission before
testing systems.
✗ Overlooking the importance of
documenting findings.
✗ Failing to understand the target
environment thoroughly.

QUICK RECAP

Exploitation involves leveraging vulnerabilities to demonstrate security weaknesses. Understanding techniques and ethical
considerations is crucial for responsible hacking practices.
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