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Creative Skills › Motion Graphics › Adobe After Effects

Interface & Composition Setup
Master the After Effects Interface for Seamless Motion Graphics Creation

DEFINITION

The Adobe After Effects interface is designed for creating and editing motion graphics. Understanding its layout and
composition setup is essential for efficient workflow.

KEY CONCEPTS

Workspace Layout

The workspace is divided into panels like the Project,
Composition, and Timeline panels, each serving a unique
function.

Composition Settings

Composition settings define the dimensions, frame rate, and
duration of your project, crucial for proper output.

Layers and Hierarchy

Layers are stacked in a hierarchy, allowing for complex
animations by controlling visibility and effects.

Tools Panel

The Tools panel contains essential tools for selection, shape
creation, and text editing, enabling precise control.

Preview Options

Preview options let you view your animation in real-time, helping
to assess timing and effects.

EXAMPLES

→ Setting up a new composition with
1920x1080 resolution and 30 fps.
→ Creating a text layer and animating its
position using keyframes.
→ Using the shape tool to draw and
animate a logo.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'WCTPL' for Workspace,
Composition, Timeline, Preview, and
Layers.
★ Visualize the interface as a toolbox:
each panel is a tool for your project.
★ Think of layers like a sandwich: the top
layer is the most visible.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Neglecting to set the correct
composition settings initially.
✗ Forgetting to save changes frequently,
leading to lost work.
✗ Overcomplicating layer hierarchies,
making it hard to manage animations.

QUICK RECAP

Understanding the After Effects interface is crucial for effective motion graphics creation. Focus on workspace layout,
composition settings, and layer management to streamline your workflow.
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