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What’s in a Name?
Understanding the Importance of Names in Mathematics

DEFINITION

Names in mathematics help us identify and categorize different shapes and numbers. They make it easier to communicate
ideas and solve problems.

KEY CONCEPTS

Naming Shapes

Shapes like circles, squares, and triangles have specific names
that describe their properties.

Number Names

Numbers have names (like one, two, three) that help us count and
perform calculations.

Place Value

The name of a number can change based on its position, like
tens or hundreds.

Measurement Units

Units like meters and liters are names that help us measure length
and volume.

Patterns and Sequences

Names help us identify patterns, such as odd and even numbers
or counting by twos.

EXAMPLES

→ A triangle has three sides.
→ The number 5 is called 'five'.
→ A liter measures liquid volume.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember shapes by their sides:
triangle has 3, square has 4.
★ Use rhymes to remember number
names: 'One is fun, two is a crew.'
★ Visualize place value with a chart:
ones, tens, hundreds.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing the names of similar
shapes, like squares and rectangles.
✗ Misplacing digits in a number,
affecting its name and value.
✗ Forgetting to use the correct units
when measuring.

QUICK RECAP

Names in mathematics are essential for identifying shapes, numbers, and measurements. Understanding these names helps us
solve problems and communicate effectively in math.
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