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Numbers and Numeration
Mastering Numbers and Numeration in Class 5 Mathematics

DEFINITION

Numbers and numeration involve understanding different types of numbers and how to represent them. It helps us count,
measure, and perform calculations in everyday life.

KEY CONCEPTS

Natural Numbers

Natural numbers are the counting numbers starting from 1 and
going upwards (1, 2, 3, ...).

Whole Numbers

Whole numbers include all natural numbers plus zero (0, 1, 2, 3,
...).

Place Value

Place value shows the value of a digit based on its position in a
number, like tens or hundreds.

Expanded Form

Expanded form breaks down a number into the sum of its place
values, like 234 = 200 + 30 + 4.

Comparing Numbers

Comparing numbers involves determining which number is
greater, lesser, or equal using symbols like >, <, or =.

EXAMPLES

→ The number 456 in expanded form is
400 + 50 + 6.
→ Comparing 78 and 87 shows that 78 <
87.
→ The whole numbers are 0, 1, 2, 3, and
so on.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'N' for Natural and 'W' for
Whole to distinguish between them.
★ Use the phrase 'Place Value Party' to
recall the importance of digit positions.
★ Think of 'Expanded' as 'Exploded' to
visualize breaking down numbers.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing natural numbers with whole
numbers by forgetting zero.
✗ Misplacing digits when identifying
place values.
✗ Incorrectly comparing numbers by not
aligning them properly.

QUICK RECAP

Numbers and numeration are essential for understanding how to count and measure. Focus on key concepts like place value and
expanded form to excel in this topic.
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