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Bricks, Beads and Bones
Exploring Ancient Civilizations Through Artifacts

DEFINITION

Bricks, Beads and Bones examines the material culture of ancient societies. It highlights how artifacts reveal insights into
their daily lives and beliefs.

KEY CONCEPTS

Material Culture

Material culture refers to the physical objects created and used
by a society. It helps us understand their lifestyle and values.

Archaeological Evidence

Archaeological evidence includes artifacts like bricks, beads, and
bones that provide information about past human activities.

Social Structure

Artifacts can indicate the social hierarchy of a civilization,
showing differences in wealth and status among people.

Trade and Economy

The presence of beads and other trade items suggests economic
interactions between different cultures and regions.

Religious Practices

Bones and other remains can reveal insights into the burial
practices and religious beliefs of ancient peoples.

EXAMPLES

→ Beads found in burial sites indicating
trade relationships.
→ Bricks used in ancient structures
showing architectural advancements.
→ Animal bones revealing dietary habits
of a civilization.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'B3' for Bricks, Beads, and
Bones to connect artifacts to culture.
★ Visualize a timeline of ancient
civilizations to associate artifacts with
their historical context.
★ Use the acronym 'MERS' for Material
culture, Evidence, Religious practices, and
Social structure.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing artifacts with art; artifacts
are everyday objects, not just artistic
pieces.
✗ Overlooking the significance of smaller
items like beads in understanding trade.
✗ Neglecting the context of findings;
artifacts must be analyzed within their
historical setting.

QUICK RECAP

Bricks, Beads and Bones emphasizes the importance of artifacts in understanding ancient societies. By studying these materials,
we gain insights into their culture, economy, and social structures.
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