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Population: Distribution, Density, Growth and Composition
Understanding Population Dynamics: Distribution, Density, Growth, and Composition

DEFINITION

Population refers to the number of people living in a specific area. It involves analyzing how people are spread out, how
many there are, how fast the population is growing, and the characteristics of the population.

KEY CONCEPTS

Population Distribution

This refers to how people are spread across different regions,
influenced by factors like geography and resources.

Population Density

Population density measures the number of people living per unit
area, indicating how crowded a place is.

Population Growth

This concept examines how the number of people in an area
increases or decreases over time, often expressed as a
percentage.

Population Composition

Population composition looks at the demographic characteristics of
a population, such as age, gender, and ethnicity.

Migration

Migration refers to the movement of people from one place to
another, affecting both population size and distribution.

EXAMPLES

→ Urban areas have high population
density due to job opportunities.
→ Rural areas often show lower
population growth rates compared to
cities.
→ Countries with high immigration
experience changes in population
composition.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'DGD' for Distribution,
Growth, Density.
★ Use 'MIG' to recall Migration's impact
on population.
★ Think of 'AGE' for understanding
Population Composition: Age, Gender,
Ethnicity.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing population density with total
population size.
✗ Overlooking the impact of migration on
population growth.
✗ Neglecting to consider demographic
characteristics in population composition.

QUICK RECAP

Population studies focus on distribution, density, growth, and composition. Understanding these concepts helps analyze how
populations change and interact with their environments.
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