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What’s in a Name?
Understanding Names and Their Importance in Mathematics

DEFINITION

In mathematics, a name helps identify numbers and shapes. It allows us to communicate and understand concepts clearly.

KEY CONCEPTS

Numerical Names

These are names given to numbers like 'one', 'two', and 'three'.
Geometric Names

Shapes have names like 'circle', 'triangle', and 'square' that
describe their properties.

Place Value

The position of a digit in a number gives it value, like in
'hundreds' or 'tens'.

Naming Patterns

Patterns in numbers or shapes help us predict and understand
more complex ideas.

Word Problems

These are math problems presented in sentences that require
understanding of names and values.

EXAMPLES

→ The number 5 is called 'five'.
→ A shape with three sides is named
'triangle'.
→ In 245, the digit 4 is in the tens place.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'one' starts with 'o' like
'oval' for shapes.
★ Use rhymes to remember names of
shapes, like 'triangle has three angles'.
★ Create a song for numbers to help
recall their names.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing similar-sounding names like
'eight' and 'ate'.
✗ Forgetting the place value of digits in
larger numbers.
✗ Mixing up names of shapes with
different properties.

QUICK RECAP

Names in mathematics are essential for identifying numbers and shapes. Understanding these names helps solve problems and
communicate ideas effectively.
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