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Bricks, Beads and Bones

Exploring Early Civilizations Through Artifacts and Archaeology

DEFINITION

Bricks, Beads, and Bones examines the material culture of ancient societies. It focuses on how artifacts reveal insights into

human life and social structures.

KEY CONCEPTS

Material Culture Archaeological Evidence

Material culture refers to the physical objects created by a Archaeological evidence includes artifacts like tools, pottery, and
society, reflecting its values and practices. jewelry that help reconstruct past human activities.

Urban Planning Trade Networks

Urban planning in ancient civilizations is evident through the Trade networks facilitated the exchange of goods and ideas,
layout of cities, indicating organized societies. influencing cultural development across regions.

Social Hierarchies

Artifacts often indicate social hierarchies, showing differences in

wealth and status among individuals.

EXAMPLES MEMORY TIPS COMMON MISTAKES

-» Indus Valley seals used for trade and * Remember 'Bricks' for buildings, X Confusing artifacts with modern items.
communication. '‘Beads' for trade, and 'Bones' for burial X Overlooking the significance of

- Terracotta figurines representing practices. everyday objects.

deities or social roles. * Use the acronym 'MAT' (Material, X Neglecting the context in which

- Burial sites revealing social status Archaeological, Trade) to recall key artifacts were found.

through grave goods. concepts.

* Visualize a timeline of artifacts to

connect historical events.

QUICK RECAP

Bricks, Beads, and Bones highlights how artifacts shape our understanding of ancient societies. By studying these materials, we

gain insights into their culture, economy, and social structures.
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