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Bricks, Beads and Bones
Exploring the Indus Valley Civilization through artifacts.

DEFINITION

Bricks, Beads and Bones examines the material culture of the Indus Valley Civilization, highlighting daily life and trade
through artifacts.

KEY CONCEPTS

Indus Valley Civilization

An ancient civilization located in present-day Pakistan and
northwest India, known for its advanced urban planning.

Archaeological Artifacts

Objects like bricks, beads, and bones that provide insights into the
social, economic, and cultural practices of the civilization.

Trade and Economy

The Indus Valley engaged in extensive trade, evidenced by the
variety of materials found in archaeological sites.

Urban Planning

Cities were well-planned with grid layouts, drainage systems, and
standardized bricks, indicating advanced engineering skills.

Cultural Practices

Artifacts suggest religious beliefs and social structures, including
the use of seals for trade and communication.

EXAMPLES

→ Seals used for trade with symbols and
animals.
→ Standardized baked bricks found in
city ruins.
→ Beads made from semi-precious
stones indicating craftsmanship.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'B3' for Bricks, Beads, and
Bones to recall key artifacts.
★ Visualize a city grid to connect urban
planning with the Indus Valley.
★ Associate seals with trade to remember
economic practices.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing the Indus Valley with other
ancient civilizations.
✗ Overlooking the significance of
everyday artifacts in understanding
culture.
✗ Misunderstanding the role of trade in
the economy.

QUICK RECAP

Bricks, Beads and Bones highlights the Indus Valley Civilization's artifacts, revealing insights into their urban planning, trade, and
culture. Understanding these elements is crucial for grasping the civilization's significance in history.

Bricks, Beads and Bones — One Page Summary Generated 09 Sep 2026


