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Computer System
Understanding Computer Systems: The Backbone of Informatics Practices

DEFINITION

A computer system is a combination of hardware and software that processes data. It includes input, output, storage, and
processing components.

KEY CONCEPTS

Hardware

Physical components of a computer, such as the CPU, RAM, and
hard drive.

Software

Programs and applications that run on a computer, enabling it to
perform tasks.

Input Devices

Tools used to enter data into a computer, like keyboards and
mice.

Output Devices

Devices that convey information from a computer to the user, such
as monitors and printers.

Storage

Components that hold data and programs, including hard drives
and SSDs.

EXAMPLES

→ Using a keyboard to type a document.
→ Saving files on a hard drive.
→ Viewing images on a monitor.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'HIS' for Hardware, Input,
Software.
★ Use the acronym 'PISO' for Processing,
Input, Storage, Output.
★ Visualize a computer as a factory: input
is raw materials, output is finished
products.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing hardware with software.
✗ Overlooking the importance of storage
in a computer system.
✗ Not recognizing the role of input and
output devices.

QUICK RECAP

A computer system integrates hardware and software to process data effectively. Understanding the roles of input, output, and
storage is crucial for mastering Informatics Practices.
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