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Political Theory Introduction

Understanding Political Theory: The Foundation of Political Science

DEFINITION

Political theory explores fundamental ideas about politics, governance, and justice. It helps us understand political
concepts and their implications in society.

KEY CONCEPTS

Power Authority

Power refers to the ability to influence or control the behavior of Authority is the legitimate power that a person or group holds,
people and institutions. often recognized by society.

Legitimacy Justice

Legitimacy is the acceptance of an authority, often based on Justice involves fairness and the equitable distribution of resources
laws, norms, or moral grounds. and opportunities in society.

Ideology

Ideology is a set of beliefs or values that shapes political

perspectives and actions.

EXAMPLES MEMORY TIPS COMMON MISTAKES

- Democracy as a form of governance * Remember 'PAL' for Power, Authority, X Confusing power with authority, as
emphasizes the power of the people. Legitimacy. they have different implications.

-» Social contract theory explains the * Use 'JAIL' to recall Justice, Authority, X Overlooking the importance of
legitimacy of state authority through Ideology, Legitimacy. legitimacy in political systems.
mutual agreements. * Think of a 'PIL' (Political Ideology List) X Neglecting the role of ideology in
-» Different political ideologies like to categorize key concepts. shaping political views.

liberalism and conservatism influence
policy-making.

QUICK RECAP

Political theory is essential for understanding the principles of governance and justice. Key concepts like power, authority, and

legitimacy form the backbone of political discussions. Reviewing these ideas helps clarify complex political dynamics.
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