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The Growth of Nationalism in India
Understanding the Rise of Nationalism in India

DEFINITION

Nationalism in India refers to the movement aimed at gaining independence from British rule. It involves the collective
identity and aspirations of Indians to unite for freedom and self-governance.

KEY CONCEPTS

Indian National Congress

Founded in 1885, it became the principal organization
advocating for Indian self-rule and rights.

Partition of Bengal

In 1905, the British divided Bengal to weaken nationalist
sentiments, leading to widespread protests.

Swadeshi Movement

A boycott of British goods initiated in response to the partition,
promoting Indian-made products.

Gandhi's Leadership

Mahatma Gandhi's non-violent methods and mass mobilization
significantly advanced the nationalist cause.

Civil Disobedience

A strategy used by nationalists to resist British laws peacefully,
exemplified by the Salt March.

EXAMPLES

→ The Salt March in 1930 as a protest
against salt taxes.
→ The formation of the All India Muslim
League in 1906.
→ The Quit India Movement in 1942
demanding an end to British rule.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'Gandhi' for non-violent
resistance and 'Swadeshi' for self-
reliance.
★ Use the acronym 'INC' for Indian
National Congress to recall its
significance.
★ Think of 'Bengal' as a symbol of early
nationalist resistance.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing the roles of different leaders
in the nationalist movement.
✗ Overlooking the impact of regional
movements on the national struggle.
✗ Not recognizing the significance of
non-violent protests.

QUICK RECAP

The growth of nationalism in India was marked by key events and movements aimed at ending British rule. Influential leaders like
Gandhi and major protests such as the Salt March played crucial roles in uniting the Indian populace for independence.
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