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The Earth: Shape and Size
Understanding the Earth's Shape and Size

DEFINITION

The Earth is an oblate spheroid, slightly flattened at the poles and bulging at the equator. Its size is measured in terms of
diameter and circumference.

KEY CONCEPTS

Oblate Spheroid

The Earth is not a perfect sphere; it is slightly flattened at the
poles.

Diameter

The diameter of the Earth is about 12,742 kilometers at the
equator.

Circumference

The Earth's circumference is approximately 40,075 kilometers
around the equator.

Poles vs. Equator

The distance from the center of the Earth to the poles is shorter
than to the equator.

Earth's Rotation

The Earth's shape is influenced by its rotation, causing the bulge
at the equator.

EXAMPLES

→ The equatorial diameter is larger than
the polar diameter.
→ Earth's circumference can be
measured using a long tape around the
equator.
→ The difference in distance from the
center to the poles versus the equator.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'O' for Oblate and 'O' for
Oval shape.
★ Use 'P-E' to recall Polar is shorter than
Equatorial.
★ Think of the Earth as a slightly squished
ball.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing the Earth's shape with a
perfect sphere.
✗ Forgetting the difference in diameter
measurements.
✗ Neglecting the effect of rotation on the
Earth's shape.

QUICK RECAP

The Earth is shaped like an oblate spheroid, with a larger diameter at the equator. Its circumference is about 40,075 kilometers,
influenced by its rotation and resulting in a bulge at the equator.
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