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The Earth: Shape and Size
Understanding Earth's Shape and Size: A Geographical Insight

DEFINITION

The Earth is an oblate spheroid, meaning it is mostly round but slightly flattened at the poles. Its size is measured in terms
of circumference and diameter.

KEY CONCEPTS

Oblate Spheroid

The Earth is not a perfect sphere; it bulges at the equator and is
flattened at the poles.

Circumference

The circumference of the Earth is about 40,075 kilometers around
the equator.

Diameter

The diameter of the Earth is approximately 12,742 kilometers,
measuring through its center.

Poles and Equator

The Earth has two poles (North and South) and an equator that
divides it into hemispheres.

Geoid

The Earth’s shape is often described as a geoid, which reflects
its gravitational field.

EXAMPLES

→ The Earth’s equatorial diameter is
larger than its polar diameter.
→ GPS systems account for Earth's shape
when calculating locations.
→ Weather patterns are influenced by
the Earth's rotation and shape.

MEMORY TIPS

★ Remember 'O' for Oblate and 'S' for
Spheroid to recall Earth's shape.
★ Use 'C for Circumference, D for
Diameter' to remember key
measurements.
★ Think of the Earth as a slightly squished
ball to visualize its shape.

COMMON MISTAKES

✗ Confusing the Earth's shape with a
perfect sphere.
✗ Misunderstanding the difference
between diameter and circumference.
✗ Overlooking the significance of the
equator in geography.

QUICK RECAP

The Earth is an oblate spheroid, with a circumference of about 40,075 km. Understanding its shape and size is crucial for
geography, influencing various natural phenomena and human activities.
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